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BPS STUDENTS & STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT, » joo) | 


WHO ATTENDS THE BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 


. About 55,476 students” in: 


kindergarten...............7,373 
elementary school ...21,235 
middle school ..........11,698 
high school...............15,170 


* actual enrollment as of 11/8/89 


who are: 

African American...... 48% 
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who attend: 


prepared by the Citywide ‘oa Coalition 


% students % time** 
TOQUIAL ClASSES ... 202... ccnscee cece secsnee ss O4% 78% 
special education programse............ 21% 12% 
bilingual education programs.......... 14% 8% 
vocational education programse......... 2% 2% 


** % of time students spend in each kind of program 


+ About 23,300 Boston students go to private & parochial schools, or to suburban public schools through METCO. 
* About 940 special needs students go to private schools, paid for by the BPS. 


HOW MANY BPS STUDENTS ARE NOT PROMOTED? 

In June 1989, 5,176 students -- about 9% -- were not promoted. Some of these students are promoted after summer 
school, but the BPS does not have these statistics. Grades 1, 9 and 10 had the highest non-promotion rates in both 
1988 and 1989. Grades 1 & 7-12 were all over the BPS average. Nationally, the non-promotion rate is 5%-7%. 


June non-promotion rates by race: and grade: 
1989 1988 1989 1988 1989 1988 1989 1988 
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Asian 4% Ae tu ep a Say by ARR Wy, “Tn > lee eae 8% 10% 10........18% 17% 
Hispanic 10% TAGs Sets strata Ove ote sd ogre aed 14% 14% Td tad yon «14% 
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The BPS, Mass. Advocacy Center (Before It's Too Late, 1988), and others have shown that students who are retained are more 
likely to drop out. Being over age for one's grade is perhaps the best single predictor of dropout. In 1989, grade 11 students who 
were 2 years over age had an annual dropout rate of 26%, compared to 6% for those not over age. Retained students tend to fall 
farther behind the year they are retained and to make less progress than students who were promoted. Young children regard 
non-promotion as one of life's three most feared experiences, after going blind and the death of a parent. 


. HOW DO BPS STUDENTS DO ON STANDARDIZED TESTS? 
. Boston students take two major tests each year: 


Metropolitan Achievement Tests (MAT) in reading and math, given each May. Scores are used to measure a 
School's achievement, and to assign individual students to advanced and remedial classes. Beginning in 1991, MAT 
reading scores may determine promotion from grades 1, 5, 8 & 12 (this is currently under review). The BPS 
estimates that about 30% of 12th graders in regular education programs who took the test last year are reading below 
the 8.5 grade equivalent level required for graduation by the proposed policy. 


Metropolitan Achievement Test Results, June 1989 
% of BPS students scoring above the national median of 50.* 


Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Reading 58 60 53 58 56 48 48 50 54 46 41 46 
Excluding Latin schools: 35 39 43 33 28 33 
Math 65 71 63 65 67 57 53 53 51 45 43 48 
Excluding Latin schools: 41 44 40 32 30 36 


* The MAT, given in many U. S. school districts, is revised about every 7 years, most recently in 1986. The national median is set 
at 50: 1/2 of a national sample of students who took the test scored at or above 50, and 1/2 scored below 50. The year the MAT 
is revised, scores tend to drop, then rise each year as students and teachers become more familiar with théscontent and format. 
BPS scores dropped significantly after the last 2 revisions. Researchers argue that because of this tendency for children to per- 
form better each year between revisions, the national median for 1989 is actually higher than 50. If the national median is now 
60, as some researchers believe, no BPS grades scored above the national median in reading. Grades 1-5 scored above 60 in 


math. 
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In 1989, MAT scores went up in 8 grades in reading and Class of 1993: MAT Reading Scores, grades 1-8 


in 7 grades in math. There was a big gap between scores _—__,, Median Score by Race 
of white students and other racial/ethnic groups: A comparison of MAT reading 
1989 MAT Reading Scores by Race and Grade 80 sage for the Class\pi ok Stal 
ee wae 4 ingin 1st grade revealed similar 
100 trends. The gap in performance 
60L between racial/ethnic groups is 
80 greater today for all classes 
40 above grade 4 than when that 
4s | class was in first grade. 
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Grade 

State Basic Skills Tests for Grades 3,6 & 9 

Given each fall, these test minimum competency in reading, writing and math. They are designed to identify at-risk 

students. The percentages of BPS students who passed all 3 tests in October 1988, compared to the State, were: 

Grade 3 Grade 6 Grade 9 

1987 1988 1987 1988 1987 1988 

BPS: 65% 69% 58% 57% 55% 56% 

State: 85% 87% 79% 83% 76% 79% 


About 78% of all BPS students were eligible to be tested. 
The remaining 22% were mostly special needs and bilingual 
students who were exempted. 


Q. WHAT DO RESEARCHERS SAY ABOUT STANDARDIZED TESTS? 


A. The Joint Center for Policy Studies, the American Federation of Teachers, the National Center for Fair & Open Test- 

ing and many others emphasize the limitations of standardized testing, such as: 

* Some questions test knowledge based on students’ background rather than their skill levels. 

¢ The MAT tests a narrow range of specific skills -- not higher level skills and knowledge, including critical thinking. 
Under pressure to improve scores, teachers may spend too much time on rote skills and “test taking” strategies at 
the expense of teaching more important skills and curriculum areas. Also, these tests reflect the child's perfor- 
mance on testing days. The child might perform better or worse on a different day or under different conditions. 

¢ Standardized tests are not designed -- and should not be used alone -- to make important decisions about a child, 
such as placement in advanced or remedial classes, or promotion. Testing children before third grade may be es- 
pecially harmful. "Early educational decisions based on invalid test data commonly lead to low levels of expectan- 
cy, improper program placement and unjustified poor concepts of self, which subsequently lead to poor school per- 
formance." (The Intercultural Development Research Association, 1988) 


CWEC believes tests should measure the real and full abilities of the child, provide information on how the school 
can help raise each child's achievement, encourage broad and varied teaching, and help the teacher to evaluate 
curriculum. The MAT does none of these. 


Q. WHAT HAPPENS TO BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOL GRADUATES? 


A. In November 1988 the Private Industry Council A 1989 University of Mass./Boston study found that: 
interviewed 2141 of the 2636 graduates * 34% of the BPS Class of 1983 entered 4-year colleges in Boston 
of the Class of 1988: in 1983 (about 1/3 of them from the three exam schools). 

* 61% were in school full or part-time -- ¢ By fall of 1988, about 21% of the entering freshmen had graduat- 

64% of these in 4-year colleges ed from their original college & 4% were still enrolled -- a total of 
* 60% were working full- or part-time about 8% of the entire BPS Class of 1983. Retention rates have 
* 6% (15% of those not in school) were unemployed. declined for subsequent classes. 


¢ BPS grads entering local colleges in 1987 had a mean combined 


SAT score of 852, the lowest since the study began in 1983. 
Q. WHO DROPS OUT? ‘ees 


A. By race, cohort dropout rates* for regular education students in the Class of 1988 were: 


African American White Asian Hispanic 
All schools 31% 34% | 14% 42% 
Excluding exam schools 36% 51% \ 28% 49% 


* The cohort dropout rate is the percentage of students starting grade 9 who do not finish high school. The cohort dropout rate 
for the Class of 1988 was 37% -- down from the Class of 1987 (40%) but higher than the Class of 1983 (33%). 


The annual dropout rate is the percentage of students who leave school each year. In 1989 it was 11%, down from 13% in 
1988. The group with the highest annual dropout rate -- 37% -- was grade 9 students over age 16. 


